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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
Claim 1: 

It is not clear how the apparatus implements fault tolerance and failure isolation 
features as it is being recited in the preamble of the claim. 

At line 4, due to the phrase "said controller including" is being recited, it is not 
clear whether or not the controller includes all the below recited elements (at lines 5-17). 

At line 5, the phrase "a first interface to a pair of master sources" cannot be 
understood. It is not clear what is the first interface doing to the pair of the master 
source. 

At line 6, the phrase "a second interface to a plurality of target interfaces" cannot 
be understood. It is not clear what is the second interface doing to the plurality of target 
interfaces. 

At line 7, the phrase "a third interface for a plurality of predefined controller 
control signals" cannot be understood. Firstly, the word "controller" should be deleted. 
Secondly, it is not clear what the third interface doing with the plurality of predefined 
control signals. 
Claim 5: 

At lines 3-4, the phrase "for defining a master of said pairs of redundant selector 
and ATTENTION monitor functions" cannot be understood. Firstly, what is "master"? 
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Secondly, it is not clear whether the phrase should be mean "for controlling said pairs of 
redundant selector and ATTENTION monitor functions. 
Claim 9: 

At lines 3-4, the phrase "for defining a master of said redundant functions or of a 
pair of controllers" cannot be understood. Firstly, what is "master"? Secondly, it is not 
clear whether the phrase should be mean "for controlling said redundant selector or a 
pair of controllers. 
Claim 10: 

At line 3, it is not clear what the phrase "for resolving a master" actually means. 
Claim 11: 

At lines 2-3, the phrase "said first interface to said pair of master sources" 
cannot be understood. It is not clear what is the first interface doing to the pair of the 
master source. 
Claim 14: 

At line 2, the term "said target interface ( singular )" is not logic. It is not clear 
which target interface is recited since plurality of target interfaces (plural ) are being 
claimed previously in claim 1 . 
Claim 15: 

It is not clear how the method implements fault tolerance and failure isolation 
features as it is being recited in the preamble of the claim. 
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Claim 16: 

At lines 3-4, the phrase "for defining a master of said pairs of redundant selector 
and ATTENTION monitor functions" cannot be understood. Firstly, what is "master"? 
Secondly, it is not clear whether the phrase should be mean "for controlling said pairs of 
redundant selector and ATTENTION monitor functions. 

Claim 19: 

At line 3, it is not clear what the phrase "for resolving a master" actually means. 
Claim 20: 

At lines 3-4, the term "said target interface ( singular )" is not logic. It is not clear 
which target interface is recited since plurality of target interfaces (plural ) are being 
claimed previously in claim 15. 

Claims 2-4. 6-8. 12-13 and 17-18: 

These claims are rejected because they depend on claims 1 and 15 and contain 
the same problems of indefiniteness. 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christine T. Tu whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3831 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur. 8:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert DeCady can be reached on (571 )272-381 9. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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